INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORS
SUSTAINABLE INVESTING
SURVEY

2018
Based on a recent poll, these survey results
provide a look at current trends among
institutional investors and their use of
sustainable investing. Poll participant
information appears on the last page.

If you are from a nonprofit, which of the following
would best describe your organization?
Other

20%

Faith-based

6%

Health and human services nonprofit

6%

More than two years

30%

Community foundation

3-6 months

0%

13%

29%

Which of the following best describes your
organization’s plans over the next three years
when it comes to sustainable investing?

23%

$501-$999 million

8%

Less than 3 months

Over $1 billion
14%

Maintain the current
allocation

5%

$101-$300 million

29%

$51-$100 million

Under $25 million

6-12 months

20%

What is the size of your organization’s
investable assets?

$26-$50 million

33%

18%

Educational

$301-$500 million

17%

More than a year

Private foundation

Healthcare system/hospital

Once the decision was made to invest this way,
how long did it take to implement?

17%
8%

Decrease the overall percentage
invested in these strategies

48%
0%

Increase the overall percentage
invested in these strategies

52%

5%

Which of the following themes within impact
investing interest your organization the most
(check all that apply)?
Does your organization currently invest in any
sustainable investing strategies (e.g., SRI, ESG,
Impact, etc.)?

���

50% No

Yes 38%

12%

No, but we plan to
invest in2019

Inclusive finance

28%

Health

40%

Education

38%

Affordable housing

43%

Water

43%

Sustainable forestry
Sustainable agriculture

23%
32%

Renewable energy
Green buildings
Energy efficiency

58%
38%
58%

What type of investment vehicle does your organization
currently use or would use to implement sustainable
investing?
Other

Other

10%

Private

What asset classes do you currently use or plan to use to
implement sustainable investing strategies in your
investment portfolio?

Infrastructure

27%

Real estate
Overlay

6%

19%
13%
19%

Private equity

Separate accounts

32%

Commingled
funds/mutual funds

59%

35%

Hedge funds

8%

High yield

8%

Fixed income

Direct securities

26%

33%

International equity

46%

U.S. equity

Which of the following factors are preventing your
organization from investing in sustainable investments?

Costs/Fees

65%

Which of the following factors are driving your
organization to either consider or invest in
sustainable investments?

12%

Reputation
Difficulty in benchmarking
strategies

39%

30%

Financial return
Risk measurement and
management difficulties
Concerns about lack of
transparency and reported data

32%

Social impact

18%

Cannot gain committee
agreement

18%

Difficult to evaluate investment
products andstrategies
Concerns about performance

49%

21%

It is a deviation from investment
policy statement (IPS)

Other investments are
higher priorities

36%

Increased access to broader
range of products/solutions
Donor demand

Investment policy requires it

26%

53%

60%

The investment committee
has prioritized it
It aligns with our overall mission

34%

12%

22%

24%

69%

How does your organization currently implement or plan to
implement sustainable investing strategies?

Using a negative screen to limit
holding certain securities

38%

17%

3%

None – Internal staff,
board,and/or investment
committee only

22%

Outsourced Chief
Investment Officer

23%

Investment consultant

Using impact investing to invest
directly in companies/organizations
that support our mission

62%

43%

What percentage of the screening being
done is negative vs. positive?

Including as criteria in the
Investment Policy Statement

47%

Using impact investing to invest
directly in companies/organizations
that support community projects
Impact investing focused on global
development sustainability theme(s)

Other

40%

Using a positive screen to
add/overweight securities with
higher ESG rankings
Implementing ESG/SRI
around a specific cause
(i.e., global warming)

Which of the following best describes
your organization’s investment
management partner?

34%

���

Positive 50%
19%

50%

Negative

The SEI Nonprofit Management Research Panel completed a survey of executives
from institutional investors in the U.S. to gauge their views on a number of critical
components of sustainable investing. The poll was completed by 105
organizations, 75 of which were nonprofits while the other 30 represented
corporate, union or government retirement plans. The respondents have
investable assets ranging from $20 million to more than $5 billion. None of the
respondents are current clients of SEI. The poll was conducted in October 2018.

This information is for educational purposes only. Not intended to be investment, legal and/or tax
advice. Please consult your financial/tax advisor for more information. Information provided by SEI
Investments Management Corp., a wholly owned subsidiary of SEI Investments Company.
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